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Running Times: 
 
Act 1  100 minutes (approx.) 
Interval 15 minutes 
Act 2  45 minutes (approx.) 
 
The venue for this performance is large airy church with white walls and ceiling. There is a 
gallery at one end where some audience might be sat. 
 
Shakespeare’s play Hamlet is one of the most famous and well-known plays ever written. It 
has many styles including being a Ghost story, a thriller and domestic drama about families. 
It is set in Denmark. 
 
Hamlet is a very famous play that contains many phrases and speeches you may have heard 
people say on the street, such as ‘neither a borrower nor a lender be’ or ‘I am only cruel to be 
kind’. There are many more! 
 
The story follows a young man called Hamlet who at the start of the play is very sad because 
his father has died, and his mother has married his uncle very quickly. His father was King of 
Denmark and his mother the Queen. He just cannot understand why all this has happened so 
fast.  
 
Early on he meets the Ghost of his father who tells him that it was Hamlet’s uncle, Claudius, 
that murdered him. Hamlet spends the rest of the play trying to find the truth and seeking 
revenge for his father.  
 
To do this Hamlet will often pretend to be ‘mad’ as a way of getting people to be more honest 
with him and to confuse them. This can be quite funny sometimes, but also a little scary when 
he is upset. At times he will also speak to directly to the audience. 
 
The other characters as well as Hamlet are: 
 
Claudius, the new king, Hamlet’s uncle. He comes across as very likable but is actually the 
villain of the play. 
 
Gertrude is the Queen and Hamlet’s mother. She doesn’t understand why Hamlet is so sad.  
 
Polonius is a bishop and father to Laertes and Ophelia. He is an older man and bit of a bore.  
 
Laertes, also a friend of Hamlet’s, goes back to university at the start of the play, but warns 
his sister Ophelia about loving Hamlet. He returns when he hears about his father’s death 
and seeks revenge for it. 
 



  
 

Page 2 of 5 
 

HAMLET 
 

Relaxed Performance 

Audience Information Sheet 

Ophelia loves Hamlet. When he is in one of his 
pretend ‘mad’ moments, Hamlet tells Ophelia that he never loved her, and this very sadly 
sends her really mad. We will see her very upset later in the play and hear of her drowning.  
 
Horatio is Hamlet’s best friend, and the only character Hamlet can trust. 
 
Rosencrantz & Guildenstern are friends of Hamlet’s from university that the King and 
Queen use to try to find out what is making Hamlet so upset. 
 
Osric, is an official who is in charge of the fencing match. 
 
Fortinbras, is the prince from Norway who is trying to invade Denmark 
 
There is also a soldier, a priest, a player and a grave digger. 
 
There are 8 actors, and some of them play more than one character. The different characters 
are shown by wearing different costumes as well as the actors using different voices.  
 
This performance starts at 2.30pm so the conditions will be much lighter than during an 
evening show. However, it is worth knowing that flashing or swirling lights are used at certain 
times during the performance.  
 
Below we have listed the approximate times when this happens, along with other loud sound 
effects such as gun shots or fanfares and other moments that you may wish to be aware of. 
The timings are approximate. 
 
There is an atmospheric soundtrack throughout production, included in these notes are times 
when some people might find it loud or spooky. Much of the music you will hear is played live 
by two of the actors: either on a cello, a piano or the very old church organ, which can be 
quite loud! 
 
 
As you take your seat 
 
There is the sound of a very calm choir singing. On the stage there is a coffin draped in the 
flag of Denmark, with a crown on it. This is setting the scene and time – the old king has died. 
 
There is a mist in the air which we have made using a machine. With the low lighting, it 
creates a slightly spooky atmosphere, but don’t worry, you can still see everyone. 
 
 
ACT 1 
 
The play begins when some loud organ music starts and some of the characters come on 
stage to pay their respects to the dead king.  
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1 min You will hear a short set of 
gun shots – these are sound effects and are a salute for the dead king 

  
3 mins This is the first appearance of the Ghost of Hamlet’s father. You will not 

see the actual Ghost, but you will hear their voice. It has been recorded 
by another actor that we have changed a little bit to sound more Ghostly. 

 
The Ghost is a good Ghost and will not hurt anyone. The characters here 
are afraid because they have never seen anything like this before. 

 
  Whenever the Ghost appears there is a blue light on stage. 
 
5 mins  The Ghost appears again. 
 
 The soldier is scared that the Ghost might hurt them so they fire their 

gun at it. There are three-gun shots you can hear. 
 

You will see some of the characters using guns a few times through the 
story. These are special stage guns that are not real and will not hurt 
anyone. The shots you hear are sound effects. 

 
7 mins There are some flashing lights at this point. They represent journalists 

taking photos of the new king, Claudius. 
 
25 mins These next two scenes take place on the roof of the palace at midnight, 

so it is very dark.  
  
 You might hear some sounds of banging and cheering to begin with. 

These are sound effects offstage and represent the new king Claudius 
celebrating. 

 
25 mins The Ghost appears again 
 
27 mins The Ghost speaks to Hamlet, his son. He might sound a bit scary but the 

Ghost loves his son and doing this to keep him safe. 
 
33 mins It is really important for the Ghost and Hamlet that Horatio and the 

soldiers keep what has happened on the roof a secret and so the Ghost 
commands them to swear they will not tell anyone.  

 
This is quite a loud moment when the Ghost shouts ‘SWEAR!’ and is 
accompanied by the sound of the church organ, played by an actor 
offstage.  
 

33 mins  The Ghost asks them to SWEAR! again 
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34 mins The Ghost asks them to 
SWEAR! once more – this is the last time, and the Ghost disappears.  

 
1 hr 11 mins At the end of Hamlet’s long speech there is the sound of the church 

organ again, which is quite loud. 
 
1 hr 24 mins  As the king kneels to pray Hamlet appears from behind with a gun. It is 

another stage gun and will not hurt anyone.  
 
1hr 27 mins When the Queen cries ‘Murder!’ she is not afraid of Hamlet, she is 

arguing with him. 
  
 Unfortunately, Polonius who is hiding and listening-in thinks she is in 

danger and cries for help. Thinking it is the king, Hamlet shoots at where 
the cry comes from and kills Polonius.  

 
 This happens behind the audience, and Polonius’s cries of ‘Help help!’ 

will come from behind you. 
 
 The gun shots are sound effects and the actor playing Polonius is 

perfectly safe. Hamlet will walk through the audience to find Polonius, at 
the end of the play he will do this again before he leaves. 

 
1 hr 30 mins The Ghost appears to Hamlet a final time, to remind him of his purpose 

of revenging his murder. The Queen cannot see the Ghost.  
 

Hamlet looks scared but he is just upset that his father is telling him off 
and that his mother cannot see the Ghost. 

 
1 hr 41 mins As the king leaves the stage there are 5 gun shots sound effects – these 

represent a ‘royal salute’. 
 
 
INTERVAL The normal lights in the church may come back on at this point 
 
 
ACT 2 
 
The second half of the play opens with the sounds of aircraft and helicopters. These can be a 
little loud, but they are just sound effects and over quite quickly.  
 
They represent the invading army from Norway, led by Fortinbras who speaks from the 
balcony above and behind the audience. 
 
4 mins 30 sec Sound of another jet plane  
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9 mins 40 sec Just before Laertes enters, 
you will hear what sounds like loud banging on the doors and people 
shouting and cheering for Laertes. 

 
 Laertes is incredibly upset about the death of his father and wants 

answers. Unlike Hamlet, Laertes is a man of action and enters here with 
a stage gun. He is very angry. 

 
10 mins 20 sec Laertes fires the gun twice, these are sound effects 
 
15 mins With the loss of Hamlet’s love and the death of her father, Ophelia has 

lost all her reason and her enters in a world of her own. She is singing 
hymns and handing out imaginary flowers. Everyone is shocked. The 
actor playing Ophelia is completely fine though 

 
28 mins 34 sec In their grief, Hamlet and Laertes struggle with one another. It looks like 

they are fighting but the actors have carefully rehearsed this and are 
perfectly safe. 

 
37 mins 34 sec You will hear some loud fanfares – these are sound effects 
 
The Fencing Match 
 
This final section of the play is set around a fencing match. This is actually a sport (they play 
it in the Olympics!) and players are not trying to hurt each other but score points. They do this 
by touching each other with the swords, which are called ‘foils’. That is why the actors wear 
special white tunics with padding and use gloves.  
 
This is a very exciting and fast-paced moment of the play. It is made more dramatic because 
the characters of Claudius and Laertes are cheating. They have put a poison on the end of 
Laertes’ foil and a poison in the cup of wine, so that Hamlet will be killed.  
 
Don’t worry though, the actors have not really done this and during this final section although 
Hamlet, Laertes and Claudius do get stabbed and the Queen and Claudius drink the poison, 
they are only acting and are perfectly safe. No one actually dies.  
 
46 mins There is the sound effect of a jet flying very low over the church 
 
49 mins  The final line of the play is spoken by Fortinbras ‘Go bid the soldiers shoot’. At 

this moment there is the sound effect of guns being fired in a salute and 
celebratory trumpets. 

 
You will know it is the end of the performance when all the lights go. After a short blackout, 
the lights will come back on and the actors will take their bows, and you can clap. 


